US News & World Report 20th Century Report




U.S. Population


1900: 75,994,575


2000: 273,482,000





Deaths from Industrial Accidents


1900: 35,000


2000: 6,100





Farm Population


1900: 29,875,000


2000: 4,600,000





Registered Passenger Autos


1900: 8,000


2000: 130 million





Highway Fatalities


1900: 36 per 100 million miles


2000: 1.64 per 100 million miles





Homes w/ Electricity


1900: 8 percent


2000: 99.9 percent





Life Expectancy


1900: 46.3 years (M), 48.3 (F)


2000: 73.6 years (M), 70.7 (F)





Urban vs. Rural


1999: 40 % urban, 60 % rural


2000: 75 % urban, 25 % rural





Daily Newspapers


1900: 2,226


2000:1,489





Number of Farms


1900: 5,740,000


2000: 2,191,510





Cars Produced in U.S.


1900: 5,000


2000: 5.5 million





Miles of Paved Road


1900: 10


2000: 4 million





Voter Turnout


1900: 73.7 percent


2000: 48.9 percent





Cancer Deaths


1900: 64 per 100,000


2000: 200 per 100,000





95% of births took place in the home


14% of homes had a bathtub


6% of homes had a telephone 


6% of adults graduated from high school


10% of U.S. homes had reliable access to electricity








